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“INVEST IN 
YOURSELF”
FOR COLORADO TEACHERS
NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION

What is it?

· A renewable, advanced teaching credential good for 10 years.  
· A complement to, but not a replacement for, a Colorado’s teacher license.  

· Achieved upon successful completion of a voluntary assessment program.

· Designed to recognize effective and accomplished teachers who meet high standards.  
· Available nationwide in 25 certificate areas.
How do teachers earn it?

· By individually applying to National Board of Professional Teaching Standards at www.nbpts.org
· Paying the $565 non-refundable registration and shipping fees.

· Federal and state scholarships may be  available to fund the $2,000 balance of the $2,500 certification costs for the first 100 candidates who apply, if not cut by Congress.
· By completing 10 assessments that are reviewed by trained teachers in their certificate areas.  
· Four portfolio entries that feature teaching practice
· Six constructed response exercises that assess content knowledge.  
Benefits to the community?

· Teachers who are examining their effectiveness and craft.

· Teachers who promote the certification program as a means of professional development

· Teachers who seek to improve their practice and become better teacher/leaders.

Benefits to schools?

· Improvement in the overall achievement and growth of students.

· Creation of a whole school improvement culture when a cohort from the same school goes through the process together.
· Students not “left behind” but motivated to excel.
· Classes of teachers working together to complete certification and solve learning problems across grade, age and socio-ethnic lines,

For more information, contact:
NBPTS Regional Manager Nancy Shakowski for information on setting up a cohort of teachers in your school at 303-904-6063 or nshakowski@nbpts.org
Colorado Dept. of Education’s Office of Professional Services (Anne Marie Roberts) for information about federal and state scholarships for certification at roberts_a@cde.state.co.us
NBPTS for information about certification at 1-800-22TEACH or www.nbpts.org 

JCEA President Kerrie Dallman for information on setting up a district cohort of teachers at 303-232-6405 or kdallman@coloradoea.org 
· In Jeffco, add 3.5% of Step 1, Level 1 of Base Teacher Salary for National Board for Professional Teaching Standards Certification.
Don’t delay—scholarships may be available only for the first 100 candidates.

All candidates must be registered by December 1, 2011!
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