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President’s Message - Lorraine Bowen 

What a summer! 

The NEA Representative Assembly was held here in 
Denver from June 29-July 7 (photo featuring RA 
volunteers). CEA kicked off its “Yes on Prop NN” 
campaign. JCEA-R conducted two workshops in June. 
One was on Scams and Fraud and another on How to 
Prevent Falls. On August 19, we celebrated not having to 
go back to school and welcomed new members. It 
seems there is always something going on. 2026-2027 
will be no different. 

We will be kicking off the new year with our Fall Meeting on September 23, 9:00 a.m.,  
at the JCEA Office. Come and learn about what is happening at CEA, JCEA, and 
PERA. Members are asked to bring a book(s) to swap. If you have books you would like 
to donate, I will collect them and drop them off at the Jefferson County Library 
Foundation. Please don’t miss this meeting. 

The Activities Committee has already planned several events to start the new year. 
Read about what is coming up and get the events on your calendar. If you would like to 
be part of the planning committee, contact Jeanne Duffy at 2luckyducks@comcast.net. 

It looks like this fall will be as busy as the summer. We welcome our new members and 
invite you to get involved and make the most of your membership. There are many 
opportunities to keep informed, learn new things, and have some fun. 

PERA News 
Keeping informed about our retirement fund is essential to maintaining 
our benefits. By signing up for PERA On The Issues |Colorado PERA, 
you can learn about the issues and perspectives facing our retirement 
program. 

 

https://copera.org/pera-on-the-issues
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Secure PERA is a coalition of PERA members, retirees, and 
supporters. Its purpose is to support retirement security for all 
Coloradans. You can learn more about it by signing up at 

https://www.securepera.org. 

Recently, Secure PERA hosted an interview with Jeff Bridges, candidate for State 
Treasurer. The State Treasurer serves on the PERA board. Nancy McCanless and 
Lorraine Bowen attended in person. Several other education retirees watched online. 
The interview provided an opportunity to hear from our former state senator about his 
views and perspectives about PERA. 

Read more on PERA On the Issues or go to copera.org/copera-on-the-issues. Visit 
Securepera.org to learn more and find out how to Take Action to protect PERA.  

JCEA News 
There are three issues facing Jeffco Schools this fall. With hiring a new superintendent. 
to passing a mill levy override to retaining federal funds, the school board and district 
leaders have a full plate. You can find more information on the Jeffco Public Schools 
website.  

Superintendent Search 
The Board has selected Dr. Rob Stein to serve as the Interim Superintendent 
effective July 6, following Superintendent Tracy Dorland's departure this summer. Most 
recently, Dr. Stein served as Superintendent of the Roaring Fork School District, 
following his tenure as the district’s Chief Academic Officer. As the search for a 
permanent superintendent continues, there will be opportunities for community input. 
For now, we wish Dr. Stein the very best. 

Jeffco Schools’ $135M Mill Levy Override Proposal 
Jeffco Public Schools is considering placing a $135 million mill levy override on the Nov. 
2026 ballot to help close a significant funding gap. If approved by the school board and 
then by voters, the measure would raise property taxes by $3.58 per month for every 
$100,000 of home value. 

The district has been facing declining enrollment for years–losing between 1,500 and 
2,000 students annually–which reduces state per-pupil funding. Colorado funds schools 
largely on a per-student basis, so fewer students mean less revenue. Jeffco is among 
the lowest-per-pupil districts in the Front Range. 

In 2025, the district made $40 million in permanent budget cuts, including closing 21 
schools, selling buildings, and laying off over 130 staff. Despite these measures, costs 

  

https://www.securepera.org
https://www.copera.org/pera-on-the-issues
http://copera.org/copera-on-the-issues
http://securepera.org
https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/
https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/
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for teacher salaries, utilities, special education, and building maintenance have risen, 
and the district is still underfunded compared to neighboring districts. 

A community advisory group recommended the money be used for: 
●​ Teacher and staff salaries 
●​ Career and technical education programs 
●​ Technology upgrades 
●​ Safety and building maintenance   

The two mill levies under consideration would each serve a distinct purpose–one for 
compensation and the other for facility needs. 

If the levy fails, the district would have to make deeper cuts, possibly including: 
●​ Additional school closures 
●​ More layoffs 
●​ Salary freezes 
●​ Increased staff healthcare costs  

Jeffco Public Schools Sues Trump Admin Over Federal Funding Threat 
Jeffco Public Schools has filed a lawsuit against the Trump administration, seeking a 
court ruling on whether it must comply with federal or Colorado state law over its 
transgender-inclusive student policies. 
 
Jeffco says its policies are in line with the Colorado Anti-Discrimination Act, which 
prohibits discrimination based on gender identity in public accommodations, including 
schools. The district argues that complying with federal demands would require 
violating state law, which it cannot do. Interim Superintendent Rob Stein described the 
situation as “an impossible position” and emphasized the lawsuit is a procedural step to 
seek court clarity. The suit maintains that the administration misread data and policy 
details, including claims about 61 “male students” in girls’ sports, which Jeffco says 
were not student-athletes. The district cannot lose $50 million in federal funds annually 
in these times of budget deficits. 

Greetings from the Membership Corner- Gail Knowles 

The new membership year has begun. Annual renewal notices have been sent out. I 
hope all annual members have renewed. If not, do so now. You may want to think about 
becoming a lifetime member. 

Several people joined JCEA-R this summer. That puts our membership at over 500.   
Welcome to new members Michelle Colby, Art Dwyer, Casey Gardner, Scott Haebe, and 
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Suzanne Morales. We hope you all will attend a meeting or activity so we can welcome 
you in person. 

We are working on the new membership directory. Please make sure we have your 
most current contact information. If you are interested in getting a new membership 
directory let me know. That way I can get an idea of how many to print.  

Hope to see you at an upcoming meeting or activity. Be safe. Take care. 

Just a reminder to take advantage of your NEA Member Benefits. 
 

JCEA-R now has several links on the JCEA website. Go to the JCEA website (jcea.coloradoea.org), click 
on JCEA-R,  then click PUBLICATIONS to access current newsletters and our calendar of events. 

CEA-Retired - Mary Jo Abbott, Region 3 Rep 

2026 NEA-Retired Annual Meeting  

The 2026 NEA-R Annual Meeting was held in Denver June 30-July 1 with 316 
delegates attending. The NEA theme this year was “Organizing for Power for our 
Educators, for our Students and for our Democracy.”  During the meeting, retired 
delegates heard speeches from President Becky Pringle, Vice President Princess Moss, 
Secretary/Treasurer Noel Candelaria, and Political Activist Mary Kusler. Elections were 
held. Anita Gibson was re-elected President. Brenda McGowan was elected Secretary, 
two new NEA Directors, one NEA Alternate Director, two new Executive Directors, and 
six Resolutions Committee members were all elected.  

President Gibson shared her successes of growing our retired membership by 2% to 
over 338,000 members. Partnerships with Aspiring Educators and Higher Ed were 
strengthened. Five $3,500 Jack Kinnaman Scholarships were awarded to Aspiring 
Educators. Colorado Retired donated $1,315 to these scholarships from our silent 
auction at Delegate Assembly. NEA Retired donated $28,079.63 this year to the PAC 
Fund with an additional $25,108 donated during this annual meeting. 

Three of nine new business items were passed which supported the John Lewis Voting 
Rights Act, a Guide for Estate Planning to donate to the Fund and legislation to 
eliminate the cap on Social Security. 

Check out your new NEA benefits by going to neamb.com/start. They have added 
Restaurant.com for gift cards for dining and improved their shopping discounts, cash 
back programs, insurance programs including pet insurance and travel discounts. 

  

https://jcea.coloradoea.org/
http://neamb.com/start
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A big Thank You to our many retired JCEA-R & CEA-R members who helped with 
registration, door monitoring, directions, and the PAC Room. It would not have been so 
successful without YOU! 

“Fuel the movement, make a plan to vote, promote the vote, protect the vote, protect 
democracy. Our Union needs you.” President Becky Pringle  

Submitted by Bev Green and Mary Jo Abbott 

  

NEA-RA volunteer Harvey Burns (left photo), NEA-RA Volunteer Organizers (right photo) and 
some great advice to us all! 

Download the myCEA app on your smart phone to stay up to date on the events, 
initiatives and legislative updates. It is very informative!  www.coloea.org/app  
 

And be sure of your CEA-R membership and encourage your retired and 
soon-to-be-retired friends to join, too. Click here to join! Or visit Coloradoea.org/retired 

 

Political/Legislative News - Nancy McCanless 
We are now entering a very active political season. 

As a newly elected member of The Fund for Children and Public Education, I’ve had a 
very busy month or so. I had a one-on-one orientation session with Kevin Pape, 
Political Director at CEA. I took part in four candidate interviews and my first Fund 
meeting. We anticipate scheduling another two interviews. The interviews conducted 
so far are: 
Melat Kiros - CD1 
Jessica Killin - CD5 
John Hickenlooper - US Senate 
Phil Weiser - Governor 
We are waiting to schedule CD3 and CD4 

I will serve as a representative of JCEA-R on the JCEA Small Donor Committee, which 

  

http://www.coloea.org/app
https://coloradoea.org/retired/
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will be scheduling two more interviews with Jeffco state legislative candidates. 

A focus for CEA on the November ballot will be Prop NN around school funding. 
Lorraine Bowen will go into more detail in her article. 

Last week, I went to the SecurePERA meeting last week with Jeff Bridges, candidate 
for State Treasurer, who sits on the PERA Board. This was a wonderful opportunity to 
ask questions of the candidate. 

I hope all of you had a great summer. I was fortunate enough to check something off 
my bucket list. My son and I were able to attend two World Cup soccer games! Please 
know that I wish you all the happiness and adventures that come with retirement. 

Yes on Prop NN: What does that mean? 
As members of the Association, we believe every student in 
Colorado deserves a public school where they can learn, grow, and 
thrive. That means schools with enough qualified educators, 
manageable class sizes, and opportunities that prepare students 
for college, careers, and life.  

For more than 30 years, Colorado’s outdated revenue cap has limited how much our 
state can invest in public schools. Even when Colorado already collects the revenue, 
the cap blocks those dollars from reaching classrooms. That underfunding makes it 
harder to pay educators livable wages, retain experienced teachers and ESPs in the 
profession, lower class sizes, and expand career and technical education programs 
students need.  

Prop NN gives voters the chance to update the 1992 TABOR cap and allow Colorado 
to invest the revenue it already collects in K-12 public 
education–without raising taxes or changing anyone’s tax bracket. It 
also requires an independent public audit each year so Coloradans can 
see how new dollars are spent.  

Vote yes on Prop NN to unlock funding for Colorado kids and public 
schools. Together, we can raise Colorado’s outdated revenue cap and 
put the money our state already collects to work for students, 
educators, and classrooms. 

It’ll take all of us to pass Prop NN, and every single volunteer makes a difference. 
Whether you have an hour to spare or want to help lead the campaign in our area, 
there is an opportunity for everyone. From canvassing and text banking to manning a 
table at a school, you can help ensure Colorado voters understand what’s at stake and 
vote Yes for Colorado Kids this fall. JCEA-R will work with JCEA to make opportunities 
for retirees to make a difference.  
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Activities Committee News 
Avoca Lodge (The Molly Brown Summer House) tour, Oct. 19 11:30 a.m. 
7595 W. Yale Ave (Yale and Wadsworth) in Denver 
  
Molly and JJ Brown built Avoca Lodge in 1897. It wasn’t just a vacation home; it was a 
working farm of 400 acres. JCEA-R has scheduled a guided tour of Avoca Lodge which 
offers a unique glimpse into a significant part of Denver’s history and the remarkable 
life of the “unsinkable “ Molly Brown. 

Our tour is Thursday, Oct. 19 at 11:30. To secure a place, send a non-refundable check 
for $15.00/person, made out to Marilyn Mallander at 4012 Meade St Denver CO 80211 
by October 8. This activity is open to members and guests. Checks will be cashed after 
the RSVP Oct. 8 deadline. For questions, contact Marilyn at  mmalland@comcast.net

Holiday Party, Dec. 2, 1:00 p.m. 
You may still be experiencing hot temperatures but cold days and the 
holiday season are not far away.  
 
(Please Note): There are changes in luncheon details from previous 
newsletters and the website. Those are noted in BOLD. 
 

JCEA-R will celebrate its annual holiday luncheon at Cafe Jordano, 11068 West Jewell 
Avenue at 1:00 pm on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2026. Reserve your place by sending a 
non-refundable check for $20.00 for each reservation to: Betty Flaten, 8110 West 90th 
Avenue, Westminster, CO 80021-4504 by the deadline of Friday, Nov. 27, 2026. (If 
you would please include the phone number where you can best be reached, we 
can notify you if bad weather occurs and we have to postpone.) Betty will notify 
you when she receives your check so contact her at 303-601-1751 or 
bflaten@rimail.net if you don’t hear from her or have questions. 
 
We are excited to have a large attendance of JCEA-R members to celebrate the 
season and catch up on everyone’s adventures. 
 
JCEA-R and its affiliates do not assume responsibility for any liability to anyone participating in 
NEA-R, CEA-R, or JCEA-R activities.  

 

​  
 
 

  

mailto:mmalland@comcast.net
https://www.google.com/maps/search/7595+W.+Yale+Ave+(Yale?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4012+Meade+St+Denver+CO+80211?entry=gmail&source=g
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Contact: 
Lorraine Bowen​ MaryJo Abbott​ Nancy McCanless​ Kay Landon 
President​ Secretary, CEA-R Rep​ Political/Legislative Chair​ Connection Editor        ​                                      
jcearpresident23@gmail.com   ​ abbott.teacher31@gmail.com ​ nancymccanless@gmail.com  ​ jcearnews@gmail.com 
 
Jon Cefkin​ Julie Friedemann​ Jeanne Duffy​ ​ ​  
Vice President​ Treasurer​ Activities​ ​     
joncefkin@aol.com​ juliefriedemann@msn.com    ​ 2luckyducks@comcast.net 
 

Calendar (Details inside) 

Fall Meeting 
Tour of Molly Brown Summer 
House 
Holiday Luncheon  

September 23 
October 19 
 
December 2 

Lorraine Bowen 
Marilyn Mallander 

Lorraine Bowen 
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